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MINISTERIAL ALMANACK.' 


MY LORD, 


Prov GH this little book is addrefſed 
to your Lordſhip, the writer hopes that 
it will be ſeriouſly read, and its contents 
duly weighed by every peer and commoner 
in the kingdom. —Our poſſeſſions in the 
Eaſt have been, and are, juſtly conſidered 
as the laſt important ſtake of the nation; it 
is for this ſtake, that a party of deſperate 
men are now playing ; and it is wonder- 
ful to'obſerve;the ſupineneſs of almoſt all 
| -orders of the people, whilſt this daring 
attempt is making, which, if it ſucceeds, 
| 9 5" will 
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will moſt certainly, in its conſequences, 
deſtroy the ballance of our moſt excellent 
conſtitution. 


It is now almoſt three years ſince, com- 
mittees were formed from the Houſe of 
Commons, to inveſtigate the affairs of 
the Eaſt India Company; and the na- 
tion has been put to an immence ex- 
. pence, to have extracts from the old ma- 
nuſcript records at the India Houſe, print- 
ed for the information of the members 
of the Houſe of Commons. Much pains 
have been taken by the friends of Gover- 
nor General Haſtings, to ſhew that the ex- 
tracts have been partially made; and the 
inferences drawn therefrom, uncandid, 
illiberal and unjuſt, as far as they relate 
to the publick and private character of 
that gentleman, and they have ſucceeded 


With all impartial men ; inſomuch, that 


when Mr. Fox, in his ſpeech on the 18th 
of November, preparative to the introduc- 
tion of his moſt extraordinary motions, at- 
tempted to revive the ſtale perſonal abuſe 


. 


of that gentleman, the houſe was mute 
as fiſhes—no hear him ! hear him! rever- 
brated from the walls and benches. On 
his mention of the ninth report, a fit of 
coughing ſeized him. He had licked up 
the filthy phlegm of the compoſer, but 
he could not ſwallow it. Given up, as 
he may be to his ambition, he is not-yet 
ſo loſt to all ſenſe of feeling, as to adopt, 
with eaſe, the lies of others for his own, 
and naturaliſe them by his eloquence, © 
They ſtuck in his throat ; ſome marks of 

grace remained; and he blundered over 
that part of his harangue in a manner that 
pained every real friend that he had in the 
houſe—he ſtaggered on the floor, as un- 
able to bear up under the weight impoſed 
on him by the malicious and vindictive 
orator, and the proſtituted and abandoned 
Aſiatic general. He was in the ſituation 
of Cæſar, who though he wiſhed ſucceſs 
to the deſtructive plans of Catiline, was 
yet afraid of ſhame, and hoped no more 
from the ſucceſſes of his villainous aſſo- 


ciate, than like a thief at a fire, to ſnatch 
{ome 
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| ſome fragments of the ſpoils from the 


great ruin, thereby. to be brought on the 
libertics of his gountry. 


The modern attempt, my Lord, is not 
more extraordinary then the antient one. 
Great Britain, I fear, is ſo far on the de- 
cline, as to give countenance and hopes 
of ſucceſs to the attempts of the moſt deſ- 
perate political adventurers. I appre- 
hend great danger from the reſolution and 
abilities of Mr. Fox; but he has, I 
think, put too much to riſque in the 
preſent buſineſs. He ſeems not to be 
aware of the difficulty of carrying into 
execution the intended plans of the chair- 
man of the ſelect committee, and the 
compiler of the ninth report; at beſt, that 
performance is but an elegant party 
pamphlet. Such a production might have 
raiſed its author into miniſterial notice, 
had it been the firſt or ſecond eſſay of his 
political abilities; but as the work of a 
full grown ſtateſman, I believe, it is ra- 
ther conſidered as the laſt effort of a deſ- 
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perate patriot, whoſe maſk of virtue has 


recently been torn away. 


How Mr. Secretary Fox could 2 
been induced to introduce his motions by 
ſo vague a declamation, is to me ſurpri- 
ſing. He muſt have known, that every 
man who heard him, had ſeen a complete 
refutation of his arguments on the Rho- 
hello and Marratta war, as well as a vindi- 
cation of the ſuppreflion of Cheit Sing's 
rebellion. The treatment of the Big- 
hams, and an explanation of the ap- 
pointments of Briſtow and Fowke, and of 
the opium contract. But to be on his 
feet two hours and ten minutes, laying 
ſomething was neceſſary to hood-wink 
the publick ; and the commentator and 
refiner, Woodfall, executed his part ad- 
mirably in the Morning Chronicle the 
following day. The honourable Secreta- 
ry declared, that it was the general opinion 
that a change of ſyſtem in the Aſiatic de- 
partment, was neceſſary, To ſupport 
this opinion, he produces an account ob 
| | what 
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what he affirmed to be the real ſtate of 


the Company's affairs, in which a bal- 


lance appeared againſt them of eight mil- 
lions ſterling. This affertion is gone out 
into every corner of the land, accompa- 


nied by another very popular aſſertion, 


viz. that the Company's ſervants, in India, 
by rapacity and peculation, had been the 
cauſe of all this ruin to their employers. 
It is known to you, my Lord, and your 
brother peers, how much the million are 
governed by bold affertion ; they never 
require ſound argument, and this the ho- 


nourable Secretary very well knows, But 


there was certainly very great timerity in 
Mr. Fox's affirming this in the Houſe of 


Commons, in particular, as Sir Henry 


Fletcher was preſent, who, as chairman 


of the court of directors, at the cloſe of 


the laſt ſeſſions of parliament, prayed 


the houſe to grant permiſſion to the com- 
pany to borrow 500,0001. to ſupply their 
preſent exigencies ; not, as he ſaid, that 
the company was by any means in a ſtate 
of bankruptcy, for they had then, in ex- 

peRation 
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pectation, to receive goods already provided 
and paid for in India to the amount of 
11, ooo, ooo ſterling, and fifty nine ſhips 
were now abroad to bring it home. This 
vaſt ſum Mr. Fox did not give the company 
credit for in his very looſe and inaccurate 
ſtatement to the houſe. Which of theſe 
two mens account of the ſtate of the com- 
pany's affairs are in the right? They cannot 
both be ſo. Did Sir Henry Fletcher de- 
lude the houſe into a loan of credit, to 
ſupport a bankrupt company, and then, 
from that very money divide eight per 
cent. on their capital amongſt the propri- 
etors, aſſuring them, that the ſtate of 


their affairs was ſuch, that the direQors 
were juſtified in ſo doing ? Indeed, my 


Lord, the whole of the ſpeech labours 
under difficulties of the ſame nature. 
But what are we to think of a miniſter 
who, in one breath thanks God that the 
influence of the crown has been much re- 
duced ; and in the next, propoſes mea- 
ſures, which, if carried into execution, 
will furniſh the means of corruption in a 


4 greater 
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greater degree, ten times told, then any 
miniſter of this country hath ever yet poſ- 
ſeſſed. I pledge myſelf,” my Lord, to 
prove, that this will be the caſe, if Mr. 
Fox's propoſed bills are paſſed by te lo- 
giſlature into laws, 


Jam no lawyer, and therefore ſhall not 
touch the grand queſtion of right, whether 
when a great commercial company have 
paid 400,000 pounds to the ſtate, for an 
excluſive privilege of trade for ten years to 
come----the legiſlative power juſtly can, 
and without aſſigning any cauſe, but that 
of the meer will of the miniſter of the 
day, reſume that grant or charter, at the ex- 
piration of three years of the time.---But 
ſuch is the matter in debate; and I own 
that I think the deciſion is of vaſt impor- 
tance, not only to all Corporate bodies, but 
to every individual in this hitherto free 
country.---The nation have been long a- 
muſed with the reports of the two com- 
mittees; in particular, thoſe of the ſelect 
committee, in which a vaſt maſs of abuſe 


o ; ” | has, 


WA 


has, in various moties, been heaped on the 
head of one man. No direct charges have 
been made, or any ſhadow of proof pro- 
duced againſt him; to have him removed 
from his ſtation to make way for others, 
was all that was at firſt intended; but 
that not being eaſily tabs effected, it has 
been determined to deffroy the ſyſtem, 
in order to get away the man. It is 

therefore, my Lord, no longer a diſpute, 
whether Mr. Haſtings has been a good or 
bad governor-general of Bengall?---** You 
have accuſed me wrongfully, do me juſ- 
tice, or ſend me a ſucceſſor, for I find that 
I am become a burthen to the ſervice, 
and am ready to reſign it; is the language 
Mr. Haſtings has held to the court of di- 
reors.---No, fay the miniſtry, that will 
not do; we. will firſt change the whole 
ſyſtem of the company, and then relieve 
the governor-general from his office at our 
Teiſure. On this the miniſtry have reſt- 

their cauſe, and moſt certainly the 
friends- of the governor-general will do 


well to join iſſue.-— Mr. Fox himſelf, in 
© | hi 
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his, ſpeech, more than once 3 that 
it is the general ſyſtem that he ſtrikes at, 
and not : at this or that particular man. 
So that, in my opinion, though Meſſts. 
Burke and Smith were to rave through this 
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whole ſeſhons, 
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deſer rve. 
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3 of ſyſtem i in 15 conduct of 
our Afiatic affairs, 15 now the lea, my 


Lord; and, if it ſucceeds i in the full 1 man- 


ner propoſed by the honourable Secretary, 
it will give ſuch a an additional influence to 
the crown, as in its conſequences to de- 
troy the ballance of our conſtitution. I 
ſhall firſt ſhew that this will really be the 


444 3 : 


caſe, by bringing, a8 conciſely as I cart in- 


to one point « of view, the patronage | to be 
taken from. the Eaſt India Company, and 
given to the miniſtry. 


+ * 


of * 


An 
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An -hanourable member affirmed, that 
the commiſſionets propoſed” to be elected 
by ballot, to conduct our Aſiatie affairs, 
would be the minifter's commiſſioners----1 
quote from Woodfall---and he is now onę 
of the great miniſterial ſpeaking-trumpets. 
The King in his fpeech is made to fay, 
that the fruit of the long labour of the 

mmittees, will be expected; nor is it inde- 
bent or indelicate to ay, that the nomina- 
tion 07 the fifteen new directors, or com- 
miffioners, muſt be confidered as the firſt 
crop. "Though a ſelf:denying' ordinance 
Was to take place, and no member of either 
Houſe was to be allowed to become a 
commiſſioner, yet Jam juſtified, from parts 
of Mr. Fox's fpeech* I quote from Wood- 
fall) i in ſaying, that the commiĩſſioners are 
intended to be under the conttbul of the 
miniſtry for the time being. Mr. Fox, 
with all his boaſted candour, did not ſpeak 
out, but he faintly inſiunated, that the 
Parties of the nation were To Equally di- 
vided, that no miniſter could expect to b 
| long. lived, as thing I at) preſent” ſtood. 
6 ze 2p of (1813100 Pike 
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The ce is notations... There is not Gol. 
cient provender left, to feed and make 
Ready, the wavering members at the chap- 


pel. Thank God, the influence of the 


crown has decreaſed; but, by G- -d, it muſt 
again be enereaſed, or we are but the mini- 
ſters of the day. There is but one quar- 


ter from whence. this neceſſary patronage 


can be taken, and that is from the Eaſt 
India Company. Why then ſhould we 
boggle, or do things by halves, if by a law 


we can transfer this influence at once from 


the eaſt to the weſt end of the town, from 

the court of directors, to the King s mi- 
niſters, the buſineſs will be compleatly ef⸗ 
fectedʒ after which we ſhall haye a perma- 
nent and: fixed. majority, and the buſineſs 
of the ſeflions will go ſmoothly on. The 
moaſure is a bold and daring one, and the 
Prize in view worthy, the conteſt; but the 
honourable Secretary ſhould have ſtood on 
his on bottom, and truſted more to his 


- own ſtrength; che introductory abuſe of | 


Governor General Haſtings was ill timed, 
and Contrary to the _ s own declare 
el 
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ed reatans for changing the "EI That 
which was a lie, when ſpoken by Cicero, 
or Craſſus, could not become truth, from 
having been adopted by Cato. The Houſe 
is not only tired, but diſguſted, with the 


 falacious whimſies of the compiler of the 


ninth report; and the Afiatic General's cre- 
dit is as Jow at St. Stephen's as at Brook's. 
T hey are but rotten reeds, and not fit 
props, for the Man of the People to lean 
upon, Notwithſtanding this, there is a 
great ſagacity in the formation of the ge- 
neral plan; it ſeems with the genius of our 
all-accompliſhed Secretary. The great ob- 
ject is carefully kept out of ſight. © The 
matter brought forward to debate is ſimply, 
whether the Eaſt India Company's affairs 
can be better managed by twenty-four di- 
rectors of the proprietors chooſing, or by 
fifteen commiſſioners elected by Parliament, 

and approved and continued by the crown? 

What their oſtenſible emolument is to be, 

does not yet appear; it will be found in the 
bills, and as Ipropoſe to conſider that bill, or 
bills, paragraph by paragraph, I ſhall paſs 
| * 


64 

it hy here. That the fifteen commiſſioners 

will be the miniſter's commiſſoners, is 

not doubted, nor I think denied ; and whe-. 
| ther members of the Houſe, or not, they 

will always caule a diviſion of at leaſt 
| _ rwenty votes at the chapel on the ſide of 
their creator; and this, though a very mo- 
gerate calculation, amply ſupplies the va- 
1 cancies cauſed, by the ſuppreſſion of the 
Horn o of, Ae and the 1 0 bin. 


| =” But, my 'Lont, * ſecreted. influence 
| which this ſcheme will furniſh, if carried 
Into execution, is prodigious, and to the 
conſtitution dangerous in the extreme. 
| Much information, will ariſe in the courſe 
1 of the debates i in the lower Houle, to di- 


ect the judgement of the upper one; 
ut much more will be hidden. All the 


TEE 


ſefſed i in 1776 = ak the diſmembering c of 
the empire, was but a trifle in compariſon 
_ what the honourable Secretary now aims 
He does not, my . know the half 

of 


( 15 ) 
| of it ima.” * 1 think that he has 
done very wrong, in committing ſo wane 
tonly the credit of that man, who has, by 
the means of the Duke of Portland, ſup- 
plied him with the information he does 
polls. I mean Sir Henry Fletcher---if 
the Secretary's 5 ſtatement of the Company's 
affairs is true, Sir Henry Fletcher's, to the 
court of proprietors, muſt be falſe. And 
this, let me tell him, is no very agreeable 
ſituation to reduce any man to. I fay no- 
thing of the other thirteen compliant di- 
rectors, whoſe conduct has furniſhed the 
Secretary with his beſt argument, for de- 
priving their conſtituents, the proprietots, 
of their lately purchaſed chartered rights. 
Poor devils, how queer they looked, when 
they firſt heard, that they were to be cram- 
med one into another like China boxes, and 
from thirteen reduced to eight; and how 
much more will they be ſurpriſed when, in 
the bill five only of thoſe eight will be left 
ſtanding; but they meet their deſerts. To 
love the treaſon and hate the traitors, is 
an old miniſterial adage—and I yet think 
i 


1 46 ) 


ſo favourably of our Secretary's deteſtation 
of wretches who betray their truſt, as to 
believe that, if it ſhall be thought neceſſary 
to retain any of the old directors in the 
ſervice of the company, he will rather ſe- 
lect them from amongſt thoſe Who ſup- 
ported the rights of the proprietors, than 
the proſtitute number, who gave thoſe 
rights up a prey to miniſterial ä ; 


1 do ſuppoſe, my Lord, that Mr. Fox, 
by riſquing all on this one point, is pretty 
well aſſured, that his bills will paſs into 
laws.—I ſhall, before I conſider the bills 
themſelves, ſhew you what that patronage 
is, which is thus intended to be tranſs 


ferred to the miniſtry. | | 
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Me Feeretary Fox, in his 8 ſaid, 

that he avgided the mention of names, 
and for very obvious reaſons; very ob- 
vious indeed! I believe that the Houſe 
would not bear to hear the names of cer- 
tain. committee · men mentioned, as proper 


perſons to ſucceed to ofices, which they 
had 


of 


E 
had left all ſhame behind, in cauſing to 


become vacant. 


My Lord, be the commiſſioners whom 
they may, if they were not to be made ſub- 
ject to the controul of the crown, the plan 
would be imperfect. This my Lord North 
found to be the defect in his bill of 17733 
the ſix annual rotation directors, did but 
barely ſecure him a majority in the Court 
of Directors; for he could not always in- 
fluence the Court of Proprietors to return 
the whole ſix, who went out by rotation 
the preceeding year. Sometimes the mini- 
ſters themſelves pulled different ways; and 
it often happened, that a man's private 
character was ſo good in the city, (for 
inſtance Mr. Benſley) that he became a 
director in defiance of miniſterial influ- 
ence; this was owing to the timidity of 
the noble Lord in the blue ribband. He 
wanted the patronage of the company, 
without the reſponſibility. His colleague 
is a bolder man. He dares to graſp at 

3 both 


1 ] : 
both. Truſt me, fays he, with the charter- 
ed rights of the company but for five, or 
even for three years, and if I do not manage 
it better _ it has been hitherto mana- 

ged, why then take it back again. This 
language is held by a man who reprobated 
every meaſure of Lord North, until a third 
of the empire was loſt; and now, inſtead of 
impeaching, has ſubmitted to be yoked 
with him in a meaſure that, if any thing 
can, will loſe us another third. But 
that is not the worſt we have to appre- 
hend from the Secretary's plan. ' If he 
meant what he faid, when he voted, that 
the influence of the crown had encreaſed, 


was encreaſing, and ought to bediminiſnedd; 


how is it poffi ble that he can reconcile 
ſuch doctrine with his preſent ſyſtem, 
which I ſhall prove will bring more 
influence and power into the hands of 
miniſters; than all which has been loſt in 
America, the Weſt Indies, and ſtruck out 
Sof the Houſe of Commons by Mr. Burke's : 

9 teform 
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reform bill, the contractor's hillp &c. 
&c. four times told. | 


The commiſſioners once nominated, 
and the bills paſſed into laws, the acquired 
influence will begin to operate. I do not 
think ſo badly of Mr. Fox himſelf, as to 
imagine that he will inſtantly tear to 
pieces the old ſyſtem, to gratify his craving 
friends---ſome of them muſt expect to be 
treated as the directors have been treated, 
ſqueezed together in a ſmall ſpace ; for it 
will then be as much too late for them to 
complain, as it is now for the honeſt thir- 
teen directors. Where a miniſter has in view 
ſomuch to give away, he need not beſparing 
of his promiſes. It was not a bad ſtroke, 
the putting an advertiſement into the 
MorningChronicle, offering a 1 000 guineas 
for a writer-ſhip in the Company's ſer- 
vice, juſt at the moment when the Secre- 
tary's friends all knew the ſyſtem was 
going to be changed, and the patronage 
transferred—it ſet the Iſraelites to work, 
as including a queſtion in the Rule of 
Three, 


-- 


( 3 
Th rec. Af to become a five years pren- 


tice boy in India, is worth a thouſand 


guineas; what is a factor-fhip, a junior 
merchant-ſhip, a ſenior merchant- ſhip, 
a ſeat at the Board of Trade, a member 


of the ſupreme council, or even a govern- 


ment, worth ?---Cunnirg Little Taac!--- 


how well timed was the offer made for the 


loweſt ſtation in the Company's ſervice in 
particular, when it is well known, that to 


oblige miniſters, the directors have, ſince 


the year 1774, permitted ſcandalous inno- 
vations to take place in their ſervice, in 


every ſtation, from a governor down to 
the rank of factor l- though Mr. Fox is 


well verſed in the Doctrine of precedents, 
I will not ſuppoſe, that he will avail him- 
ſelf of doing more than he ought, be- 


cauſe more than in Juſtice ought has al- 


ready been done. Regular rotation may 
be maintained in every line of ſervice and 
department in India, and yet patronage 


enough be leſt to enable a miniſter of this 


— 2 


country, to command ſuch a majority in 
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the Houſe of Commons that _ 
could refiſt, 


| The Engliſh ine of the Eaſt is like 
the fruits of the Earth, annual; and, I 
hope, like them, will prove eternal. -It is 
of a nature different from all other pa= 
tronage, permanent and durable, ſubje& 

to encreaſe in times of war, but not much 
to diminiſh in times of peace. It will 
ſupply ſuch means of pecuniary gratifica- 
tion, of which to this moment neither 
your Lozdſhip or any member of your 
Houſe has the moſt -diſtant idea. If the 
preſent plan ſucceeds in its full extent, 
it muſt ultimately become the great gulph, 
in which the liberties of this country 
will be for ever loſt. The Secretary him- 
ſelf has not yet graſped in his very ca- 
pacious mind, the vaſtneſs of the power 
which his bill will confer on the miniſter 
of the day. My Lord, I have viewed the 
ſcene from our firſt acquiſition of terĩto- 
rory, and, at all times, until this plan ap- 
* have conſidered it as an acquiſi- 
tion 


| 
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tion, that might prove highly beneficial 


to my country. The Secretary himſelf has 
ſhewn that it is, mercantally conſidered, 


| honeſtly worth to this nation, two mil- 


lions a year, in cuſtoms, exciſe, dividends 
on ſtock, and freight on ſhips. Let him 
beware, that he does not deſtroy the fowl, 


to come at the golden egg. If the people 
intruſt him with the diſpoſal of ſuch pro- 
digious patronage, he ſhould at leaſt keep 


his word with them in one ſingle inſtance, 


and give them ſo much of their natural and 


legal privileges as are included in a trieni- 


al Parliament; and he may then do it with 


ſafety; for I will preſently ſhew, that the 
golden fruit of the Eaſt (hinted at in the 
ſpeech), will colle& dragons enough round 
him to guard it, 7 ug 


The Commiſfioners, will at firſt, fit like 
an Eaſtern Divan, mute and ſilent as 


death, until the ſpirit of the Sultan, in 
the ſhape of the Viſier or Premier, comes 


to move them to action. To avoid offence 


I declare, that by the appellation, Pre- 
oo. 85 mier 
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mier, I do not mean the Duke of Port- 
land- no his Grace only covers with 
his name, the ambition of a man, who 
te hears, like the Turk, no brother near 
the Throne.” The firſt victim to the 
Commiſſioners power will, probably, be 
the Covernor General of Bengal. The 
holding an office, to which is annexed a 
fallary of twenty five thouſand pounds a 
year, in dehance of all the /es in all the. 
reports, is an offence which the phi- 
| lanthrophy of Mr. Burke, would find it 
hard to forgive.---He muſt away; and 
yet, as it does not appear that he is re- 
lated to, or connected with, a ſingle mem- 
ber in the houſe, who will divide againſt 
them. It might be policy and fave ap- 
pearances; to let him come away eaſily- 
but they cannot truſt him--- his office, 
including that of his civil and military 
ſecretary, and audi du _— is Were four 
votes in the chappel. | 


Sir + Byre Coote is ſaid to be aaa,” 6 | 
that a commander of the "Bengal army, 


includ- 
N 


— — — — 


Fo 
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including his ſtaff, may be eſtimated at 
three votes; for there are, at leaſt forty 
members, who would gladly accept the 
Hundreds and ſupply a proper Succeſſor in 
the Houſe; only to go out Secretary to the 
Commander in Chief. At Bengal Mr. 
Wheeler, the preſent ſecond in the Coun- 
cit General is not known to miniſtry, 
and beſides has proved an opoſtate to the 
principles of Mr. Francis, the Secretary” $ 
friend; his place is worth two votes; as 
for Meſſrs. M'Pherſon and Stables; the 
two laſt in the Council General, it is im- 
poſſible to conſider their ſtations in any other 
light than as reverſions, value one vote 
each; for their patron, Lord Northj cannot 
yet give them up. To recall them on a 
plea of inexperience, and ſend men quite 
ignorant in Aſiatic affairs, in their room, 
will be too harefaced. As to the Chief 
Juſticeſhip, a recal to anſwer charges not 
yet framed, Sir Elijah Impey confiders 
as a very different thing to that of being 


removed in a legal way from his office, 


and 70 a ſucceſſor appointed; howe- 
ver, 
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ever, a vacancy in the Supreme Court meſt 
likely will happen. from his recal, and 
I ſhall ſet down a puiſne - judge's ſeat, 
in the Supreme Court, at a ſingle vote. 


I do not immediately recolle& any other 


vacancies in the higher offices in Aſia, for 
as the Company have, from amongſt their 
old ſervants at Bombay, appointed a ſuo- 
ceſſor to Governor Hornby, I cannot 


think that the miniſter will proceed with \ 


ſuch violence as to ſet him afide, though 


they may, and I ſuppoſe will, limit him 
to a time, ſhort of the duration of the 
act itſelf, which, we are told, will be for 
three, or, at moſt five years. 


I ſhall now recapitulate what I call the 
influence which! is to be created, or tranſ- 
| ferred, with the act itſelf, from the 
Court of Directors to the King's Mi- 

niſters, | [4.9 "= 


I 
| 4 * 
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2 % Seven 


if 


\ 
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Seven Commiſfioners for India affairs, with pro- 
miſed reverfions, value in chapel votes 10 


Governor General of Bengal, with his houſehold 4 
Commander in Chief, if, as Ceneral Clavering 


was appointed to ſucceed to the government 3 


Mr. Wheeler's vacancy - SES 
Reverſion of M' Pherfon and Stable's Katlons 2 

4 A Secretary to the Conncil General, better in 
; point of emolument, than the ** Lieutenaney 
of Ireland - | > 1 
The vacant ſeat on the Jaw bench "Bs - I 


"— 
— — 
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FA The ** kinds of patranage which 
(| will follow of courſe, I ſhall divide into 
| three heads, under the denomination of 
| annual patronage, contingent patronage, 
and pecuniary patronage. | | 
| I have not ſo bad an opinion of any ſet 
ll | of miniſters as to ſuppeſe, that they 
| would wantonly cut down the tree for 
| the fruit it now bears, regardleſs of what 
| it might bear in future if left ſtanding ;--- 
and on that principle I am obliged ta be- 
| lieve, that when Mr. Fox, or any other 
miniſter, declares that they will change 
= the whole ſyſtem of Aſiatic management 
| for the good of the proprietors, and of 
, the 
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che nation at large, they mean no more 
than that they will have the whole patro- 
nage of the Eaſt in their own hands and 
by the whole patronage, they mean the 
common patronage now. enjoyed by the 
Directors of the Baſt India Company. at 
home, and their ſervants abroad. | cit 


The fair annual patronage ariſes, from 
the appointment of writers. in the civil 
ſeryice, cadets in the military and marine, 
and ſurggons and chaplains to all: their 
ſettlements, and to all; their armies. 
There is but one way of eſtimating fairly 
what the demands of the ſervice annually 
are ; for to ſupply a regular ſucceGon in 
all thoſe qrdęrs of men, it is a very gene- 
ral and recmyed opinion, that, take what 
period of time you pleaſe to count over 
the number of Enropgans of all degomi- 
tions then alive in every bert of India, 
a number of Europeans equal thereto, 
will die off in the following fixteen years; 
though ſome orders of men, ſuch as com- 


mon ſailors, and common ſoldiers, ſuffer 
E'2 *% more 
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more than others, may de true, mY does 
not alter or invalidate the matter of fact, 
I am in queſt of ſome probable critexion, 
from which to draw a reaſonable conclu- 
fion, and by no means aſſerting, that 
every man who goes to India, muſt die 
in the courſe of fixteen years; though it 
may appear, from the above ſuppoſition, to 
come round ta his turn to die in that period. 
Indeed, I much fear that the muſter rolls 
in the company's military line, and in the 
King's ſhips, do much exceed this Eſtima- 
tion; but ſome few of evety order live to 
return, and they make vacancies, as well 
as thoſe who die off; I ſhall. therefore, 
take the numbers as they now, ſtand 
in the Companys pfinted liſts, of the 
ſeveral orders, as far as they $0, and ſub- 
ſtitute gueſs numbers, where printed 
| vouched ones fail me, and from that cri- 
terioft, ſtate the probable annual Patro- 
nage, which will accrue to the mini 
by the ag bills paſſing into laws," 


D 4 The 
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The lateſt liſt of the company's civil 
ſervants, at their four preſidencies in 
India, including their ſettlement at St. 
Helena, and factory at China, which I 
have ſeen make the covenanted ſervants, 
and Clergymen (each of whom, for de- 
cency fake, I ſhall value equal to a writer) 
in number 734. but, as ſome of theſe are 
at home, though, this year all ordered back 
to India, I ſhall ſtate thi civil ſervants 
actually abroad at 700;--Now, my Lord, 
if you will but look at Major Rennell's 
excellent maß of Hindoſtan, you will 
find, that conſidering the national, civil, 
political, and commercial "conceths, in 
the very extenſive and rich provinces they 
now poſſef8in*that part of the world, you 
will not deem 700 men too few; that the 
miniſtry will, by degrees, increaſe them, 
I have not a doubt, and perhaps it may, 
in time, be prudent ſo to do; but 1 Mall 
draw myeſtimate from what is now the real 
matter of fact. There are now actually 
employed ſeven hundred civil ſervants in 
the Eaſt India Company's ſeveral ſettlements 
. abroad 
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abroad, including about twelve clergy- 
men,---which requires an annual ſupply 
of about forty four young ſervants, or 
writers, to keep them up to that neceſſary 
number; that each of. thoſe appoint- 
ments are ſeperately worth a thouſand 


guineas, is what I will not affirm, but 


1 believe I riſk nothing in ſaying, that if 
the appointments - were arranged in the 
following - manner ;1- fifteen for Bengal, 
twelve for Madaras,” eight for Bombay, 
five for Bencoolen, two for China, and 
two for St. Helena, and all thrown into 
an urn together, I am convinced that the 
beſt families in the kingdom would give 


five hundred guineas for a chance of ob- 


taining one of the beſt appoinments, and 
a certainty of ſome appointment in the 
Company's ſervice for one of their youn- 
ger ſons. To drop the idea of money 
being openly given fort an appointment, 
my Lord, and advert to the influence ſuch 
annual patronage would create in a certain 


aſſembly, your Lordſhp's knowledge of 


* — heart is ſuſſicient to induce 
Jou 


4. 
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you to join in opinion with me, when 1 
ſay, that it would ſerve the purpoſe of 
keeping ſteady forty- four other votes to 
the miniſter's purpoſe, in a certain houſe. 


I muſt Jump the ſea and land officers, 
the ſurgeons and cadets, in one body, as 1 
did the civilians and clergy ; of 'thoſe 
four orders, I am well aſſured, that the 
Company have now in their pay abroad, 
at their ſeveral ſettlements, about two 
thouſand one hundred of all tanks. On the 
above principle of calculation, it will re- 
quire about 132 annual recruits, to keep the 
number intire. Now, my Lord, if four 
of theſe laſt are but equal to one writer, 
and put them up to ſale in the ſame way, 
and, my Word for it, they fell as well. 
It follows of courſe, that 132 of thoſe 
inferior appointments every year, will 
ſecure about three and thirty votes i in the 
ns place. 


We live, my Lord, in an age ſo re- 
2 and ſo —y that the- meaneſt 


ſhop- 
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ſhop-keepers are deſitous of breeding 
their ſons up gentlemen. Now all the 
above mentioned ſurgeons, officers, and 
_ cadets, commence gentlemen on their ar- 
rival in India; and if they live to return, 
take rahk as Nabobs. There is not a 
"mechanic in the kingdom, that would not 
- riſque a bankruptcy, to taiſe one hun- 
dred and twenty five pounds to buy his 
ſon a ticket in this great lottery yand ſuch 
js the rage for going to India, that if 
Mr. Fox was the patriot, which he pre- 
tends to be, the inſtant he got hold on 
the patronage of the Eaſt, he would put 
every (crap of it up to fale, to raiſe a fund 
for paying off the national debt; and I 
will ſoon convince you what a noble 
fund it would create. 


The Company employs ninety fail of 
noble ſhips, in their trade from Europe 
to Aſia. Their contracts for military 
ſtores of all ſorts, as well as iron, lead, 
copper, broad cloth, and other woollens, 


are very conſiderable. There is yet no 
| % law, 
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1 forbidding a contractor to the Paſt 

India Company to fit in the houſe; and 

though an officer may have ſerved them 
twenty years, he muſt raiſe five thouſand 

guineas, or he cannot. have a ſhip in the 

ſervice. To this vaſt maſs of influence, dd 

but add the warehouſe-keepers, and clerks 

places, the number of pentioners and ſine- 

curial offices dependant on ſuch a commer- 

cial body, who export and import annual- 

ly, property tothe full amount of their ori- 

ginal capital, 3, 200, oool. or they could not 
exiſt, I fay, my Lord, run over in your 
mind the prodigious weight of influence 
ſuch a maſs of patronage will throw into 
the miniſterial ſcale, and then tell me, if 
too much power in the hands of the 
Crown is dangerous to the conſtitution, 

how long after Mr. Secretary Fox's bills- 
ſhall become laws, (hall we be ſafe ? 

. 

1 begin, my Lord, to be tired of eſtima- 
ting how many votes, the Aſiatic patron- 
age may be employed to ſecure; and, if 

Sir Robert Walpole was right when he 
25 F | faid 
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faid, that every man had his price, Eng- 
liſhmen' may live to 1 a curſe 
on bach yours Houſes * * 


After valuing the commercial, or home 
patronage, ' above mentioned, at twenty 
Lords or Commons (uo matter which) 1 
ſhall proceed to the Eontifigent ; but as I 
faid before, that I hope the ſervice abroad, 


in particular the mercantile, will not be 


ruined by too much innovation, or ſuper- 
ſeeding, the younger ſervants will be per- 
mitted to riſe in their turn, to the head of 
the liſt under council, a feat at the Coun- 
cil Board, I fear, will be loſt to them for 
ever, except they chance to be the ſons or 
nephews of powerful ſenators. At Ben- 


ere 


at Madraſs, a governor and nine council 


at Bombay, a governor and ten council— 
at Bencoolen, a-governor and eight coun- 


cil—and at each place a commander in 
chief. The preſident and members of 


the Board of Trade at Bengal, are eleven K. 


in number, _ _ for emolument, rank 
— $3'\ 069 2 * 18 * with 


LEY : 


— 
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with ni The governor, and de- 
puty governor of St. Helena, a and the three. 
firſt Supercargoes at China; the chief juſ-. 
tice at Bengal, and his three brethren, 
with che company's ſolicitor, may all be 
ſaid to hold offices at will, very well 
worth the while of a membet of Parlia- 
ment to promiſe. the miniſter implicite 
obedience, in order to obtain any one of 
them for a brother, ſon, or nephew. " 


. 2 eb 
11 the ſtations of the 8 ſixty ſuper, 


rior ſervants of the company in Afia, ig; 
left at the diſpoſal of the commiſſioners, 
how many zſſenting voices will not the re- 
verſions of them procure the miniſter 8 1, 
maintain it, that the whole tranſmarine pa- 
tronage of the crown, does not equal in 
emolument the pecuniary, advantages. of.. 
any ten of them; and as to ſolid annu- 
al ſalary, the four governours of the . 
preſidences in India; the four ſeconds.) 
or deputy governor's, and the four come. 
manders of the ſeveral armies, receive 
more than all the Kin g's governors abroad 


and at home, from the Lord Lieutenant 
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of Ireland, down to the moſt pitiful ſini- 
cure government of the moſt decayed ruin, 
* called a caſtle, in England. The above, 
my Lord, is but E of the contingent 
patronage; there is much more. Indeed 
it is ſo valuable, and ſo extenſive, that it 
would require more. room, to innume- | 
rate it than I have to ſpare; of a part of this 
patronage, the greedy directors robbed 
their ſervants abroad; and the miniſtry, af- 
ter having robbed the directors of their 
fidelity firſt, and their patronage after- 
wards, will plead precedent, and draw be- | 
nefit from their own wrongs The chief- 
ſhip of Surat, of Maſulapatnam, Negapat- 8: 
nam, Vizacapatnam ; the Prefidency at * 
Oud, at Benaras, at the Durbar, at the 
Maharatta Court of Poonah, at the Ni- 
zam's Court in the Decan—are M1 rich * 5 
tions; and to obtain the diſpoſal of one of 
them, well worth a monoſylable, though 
a right honourable ſenator was to ſay yea 
or nay, at the will of the miniſter for ſe- 
ven years together Commiſſary-ſhips, 
1 and general ſtore-keepers | 
Places 
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places, in India, have, before now, ſome of 
them been filled by members of Parlia- 
ment; and when they come to market, as 
come to market they will, if the Secretary's 
bills become laws, they will each of them 


fetch a better price, than the two beſt rot- 


ten Boroughs in England. So you ſee, my 
Lord, a ſpecies of merchandize will be 
created not yet againſt law. A father's 
monoſylable in England, may be worth 


three thouſand a year to his ſon in India 


and I have mentioned no ſpecies of n- 
tingent patronage pet, that is not worthy - 
double the ſum, annually. , A comforta- - 
ble way of providing for the FRE: 
branchotls a great family II! 


To Fur” "i inlarge his power, my 
Lord, is the firſt object of a miniſter of ' 
ſtate, Then comes pecuniary advantages. 
Our preſent ſet of miniſters may#be ho- 
neſt, but they are certainly extremely 
poor. Charity begins at home; and this 
leads me to conſider the laſt head of pa- 
tronage. _— | | 

f : A To 


3 
To govern India by commiſſioners at 
home, is the declared ptinciple of the 
new ſyſtem:-+-I have known four diffe- 
rent gentlemen in England, the declared 
agents of Nabobs and Zemindars, with 
full powers and handſome ſallaries; but 
they could do little or nothing for their 
conſtituents, becauſe” the directors did 
not renew leaſſes of land lying in India, 
in Leadenhall Street. -If the Commiſ- 
ſioners take that ſervice on themſelves, 
theiſtreets of London may come to be 
crowded” with the agents of the petty 
Princes from our Aſiatic provinces, as 
Rome was formerly by ſwarms of ſolici- 
tors of the ſame kind If 1 wiſhed to 
ſhew my reading, I could quote ſome 
inſtances in point that have happened al- 
ready. Doctor E — Burke, 'who has 
ſo kindly and ſo long watched over the 
conſtitution of the poor old Eaſt India 
Company, has more than once preſcribed 
for the Rajah of Tanjour, and lately ſent 
his. couſin William again to feel the 
_ $ as hope he has been grate- 
ful ; 
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ful; ;---but Doctor Burke's medicines are 
very productive 9 of miſchief---ſometimes 
they cauſe phrenzy, and ſometimes ſuicide, 
If the two doſes, now prepared, are of 
his compoſition, and I ſuſpe& that they 
are, from his employing ſo ſtrong a hand 
as that of the Secretary to compel us to 
take them, the Company will die of con- 
vullions from the effects, and the nation 
cannot eſcape, but by the ruin of her 
conſtitution.----Renewing of leaſes for 
land, and agreeing for contracts in Eng- 
land, to be executed i in India, at the er, 
piration of the term for which the con- 
tracts now run, will open a wide field 
for ſpeculation.L(ᷣ Diſobedience of orders 
from home, by the executive officers 
abroad, was. one of the ſtrong reaſons 
urged by the Secretary for the neceſſity of 
changing the conſtitution of the com- 
pany- the matter is to be reverſed, and 
the man who dares diſobey the poſitive 
orders of the Commiſſioners, except in 
caſes of extreme exigency, which may. 
in its conſequences, involve the ſafety of 

* the 
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_ the ſtate, is from that moment virtually 
recalled.---If, my lord, every | poſt of 


wy profit, good farm, and beneficial contract 


in India, does not, in three years time, 
come to be chaffered for by every Jew 
broker in London,---then will our very 
poor ſtateſmen be the moſt ſcrupulous ones 
the nation have ever enjoyed-- for there 
is not a ſingle act to check, or prevent, 
our virtuous miniſters from diſpoſing of 
all the above inſtant, annual, contingent, 
and lucrative patronage in any manner or 


way ** pleaſe. 


5 pe 
But, my lord, TI have not yet opened 
the great floodgate of corruption: If you 
do not provide a remedy for it in time, it 
will overflow and ruin us for ever.---I 
ſhall but juſt mention it here, becauſe 
the honourable Secretary did but juſt 
touch on it in his ſpeech, the giving 
_ ample redreſs to the poor oppreſſed In- 
dians.---It comes in ſo very queſtionable 
a ſhape, that I ſhall ſpeak to it, as Ham- 
| * od to *. father's ghoſt, on its ſecond. 


appear- 
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appearance that! is when De 
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Reſtore epo and e hone 
and Zemindars to the ir lands and eſtates, 
and reſcue the honour of England from 
ſhame and diſgrace in Afia.--- Very fine 
words ! but they carry latent meanings, 
which, like ſerpents ſtings, will pierce 
IN SO" torture: 2. 2 0 


I, on ſuch h-planfibl e a com- 
miſſion is ſent to India, I ſhallepity the 
feelings of the men who may eompoſe 
it, if they are honeſt ;---and' the poor 
native Indians, if they are knaves. 
There is not a Rajah, or Zemindar, in 
India, who has an idea of Juſtice indes 
pendant of power, or of court favour, 
but from purchaſe. To General Smith, 
and Mr. Philip Francis, I refer you, my 
Lord, for the truth of what I am going to 
fay. If the reſtoration of Cheit Sing to 
the Zemindary of Benarras has been in 
contemplation, or is reſolved on, he will 
know it four months before your officers 
7 G of 
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of government now there will; and ſix 
months before your new ones can carry 
it into execution. Suppoſe him to have 
been innocent of all intention of raiſing 
the rebellion, and ſpilling the blood, for 
which he was expelled {which I ſhall die 
rather than admit) the firſt thing he will 
ſet about, will be to raiſe fifty or ſixty 
' lacks of rupees, amongſt the rich Rajahs 
and great bankers at Alhiabad and Bena- 
ras,---and tender it in every mode and 
way to his friends, as he will call the 
men who will have that prodigious farce 
to play---they may refuſe it, but that 
very refufal will raiſe his ſuſpicions ; and 
as ſoon may you learn him to ſpeak the 
Welch language, as to make him under- 
ſtand, that he has been reſtored to retrieve 
the honor of the Engliſh nation.---I fay, 
thus will he act, ſuppoſing him to have 
been innocent, and ſo will he act though 
be was, guilty.---The. only Idea that 
will occupy. his mind, and the mind of 
his courtiers, will be, that the party of 
Governor General Haſtings, |, has been 
| wed at. the Engliſh Pucber, and that; 
of 


* a \ 


(43) 


of Mr. Philip Francis prevailed. 2 
that is the only turn which the art of man 
can give to it, which an Aſiatic can or 
will underſtand; and accordingly, on the 
news of a change of ſyſtem coming to 
Calcutta, every black and white politi- 
cian of Mr. Francis's party, will congra- 
tulate the fugitive, and he will prepare 
to reward his friend.---If he ſhall be re- 
ſtored, it will not eaſe the Rajah's ſub- 
. jets : That the men who may be ap- 
pointed to reſtore him, will not accept 
the preſents ; for every farmer in his pro- 
vince will be ceſſed his proportion, and 
the ſum which the Rajah may think it 
neceſſary to offer will be raiſed. Whether 
it will be accepted or not, is another mat- 
ter. But ſuch are the ideas, and ſuch the 
political principles of all the great fami- 
lies in Hindoſtan, and you may as well 
attempt to make them change their na- 
ture, or what is yet more difficult, their 
religious opinions, as their political 
ideas.--- Their creed is ſhort and ſimple, 
and they ſuck it in with their milk, 
and never after renounce it. Power, 

G 2 _ toy 
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fag they, is a little ivory box, which 
contains juſtice, and gold is the 8 0 
key to it. If there is in England, 

man who has reſided a dozen years amon of 
the Hindoos, that has not the ſame ſenti- 
ments with reſpect to their general ſtamp 
of political character, then am I a Pog- 
Sl. How it has come to paſs, that Mr. 
orator Burke has converſed ſo much with 
General Smith, Mr. Frances, and Mr. 
PFoughton Rous, without fully underſtand- 
ing this ſtrong trait in Aſiatic character, 
J will not venture to gueſs ? to me it ap- 


pears, that the honourable gentleman _ 


| cannot find by his reſearches, any honeſt 
men amongſt his countrymen, who differ 
in opinion with him, or knayes amongſt 
the Hindoos, of whoſe prejudices he ſeems 
to me to be mainly i ignorant; yet, it is poſ- 
ſible, 1 may live to be governed by laws 
conceived by that impatient mind, which 
1 have ſeen intoxicated by paſſion; and j in 
a fit of phrenſy, little ſhort of madneſs, 
alert, that Mr. Powel was honeſt, and 
Goy. Haſtings a knave. Excuſe the Gereſ- 
fion, my Lord, in treating of laws, it is 

impoſe 
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impoſſible to keep the mind from reſting a 
moment on law makers ; of the gentlemen 
Here meant, I ſay with Caliſta's father 
« hadſt thou been honeſt, thou hadſt been 
a cherubim;” —but outragious virtue, and 
prodigious knavery,.are ſo nearly allied in 
human nature, that the names of Burke 
and Ryland, ſound in my ears equally 
deteſtable, when ſpeaking of the Eaſt 
India Company ; for I know not in mo- 
rals any difference between forgery and 
falſe comment, only, that the firſt, 2s 
touching property only, is, morally ſpeak- 
ing, leſs pernicious than the laſt, where 
honeſt character is cruelly maſſacred by 
vile infinuation. "Vide Ryland' $ caſe, and 
Foy Page of the ninth report, 


From 2 days of the Emperor, or. Gs. 
MogulAcbar,to the uſurpation of the Na- 
bob Ally Verdis Caun, the zimendiaries or 
great farms, in the provinees of Bengal, may 
be ſaid to have been in ſome degree here- 
ditary. Some exceptions there were before 
that time, and confiſcations of vety con- 
e eſtates took place, and af courſe 

1 landed 
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landed property changed hands; but — 
the days of Ally Veruie, ſo innumerable 
and extraordinary have been the grants of 
old lands to new owners, that was a com- 
miſſion employed to give back the lands 
to the deſcendants of the old owners, per- 
Haps there is not an eſtate in Bengal that 
would not be claimed by half a dozen 
pretenders. Such an idea is gone forth, 
my Lord, and if it is purſued, the moſt 
glorious opportunity will offer, to do 
juſtice, according to Aſiatic ideas, of it, 
and fill the purſes of the commiſſioners. 
One ſhould imagine, from the above fair 
detail, that there is open and legal pa- 
tronage enough to be acquired by the 
preſent plan to buy up both the houfes, and 
fill needy ftatemens' pockets, if that alone 
was er- + 


70 1 5240 recommend a bet of commiſ- 
ſioners, to execute this laſt branch of mi- 
niſterial duty, reſtoring the ouſted Zemin- 
dars, that in every reſpect would come up 
to Mr. Burke's idea of honeft men 3 Mr: 
en Francis, General Richard Smith, 
— Mr. 


4 


Mr. 3 Rous, Mr. Charles Go. 
ring, and Mr. James Grant there are 
not five men in England, who. have 
truer notions of Aſiatic Juſtice ; or who 
have benefited more in the diſtribution of 
it. Mr. Burke, in the laſt ſeſſions of Par- | 
liament, warned the independent men, 
not to drive a virtuous adminiſtration 
reſort to corruption, in order to carry on 
the government. If the two new Afiatic 
Bills are not introductory to that ſyſtem, I 
know not what is.--I have not, my Lord, 
ſtraineda ſingle point in the above deduction 
of Aſiatic patronage now about to become 
miniſterial, or crown influence. If my 
indignation at obſerving the baſe duplicity 
of certain orators hath induced me to 
treat with too much contempt the perſons 
of men who have by pretended virtue 
forced themſelves into ſtations high and 
honorable, the occaſion muſt appologize 
for it.- We have no time to looſe, for 
the day may be at hand, when a majority 
vf Senators ſhall become too venal and 
powerful to be honeſt, and too ſore to be 
told of it with ſafety.- -I therefore take 
the 


— 


— 


| 
| 
: 
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2 
che opportunity to ſay, that, any man 
who ever exclaimed againſt the too great 
influence of the crown, cannot, as an 
honeſt patriot, vote for transferring the 


patronage of the Eaſt India Company, to 
the King's Miniſters, whether Whig or 


| Tory, or one from that hetrogeneous maſs 


of all deſcriptions of men, the coali- 
tion. * 


7 4 e n | { | 
I had determined, my Lord, to have 
accompanied the facts contained in theſe 


; papers, with a few remarks on the bills--- 


but the fury, with which they are likely 
to be driven through the lower houſe, 


will render it impoſſible; howeyer, the 


remarks ſhall be drawn up; and if, as 1 
hope, a virtuous ſtand ſhall de made in 
the Houſe of Lords, to ſtop this deſperate 
attempt to unhinge the Conſtitution, you 
ſhall hear again from 


My Lord, i 
Your Lorqſhip's moſt 
obedient humble Servant, | 


Dube Pl 2 » 
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N. B. Recapitulation of Patronage. 


Inſtant patronage, - worth votes - 


20. 

Home patronage 2 - 20 
Annual writers and parſons = 44 

Surgeons, efficers, cadets, &c, ” 33 

Senior ſervants of council, and eqnal to council 60 
Country reſidences - I2 
Contracts, ſtore keepers, 1 &c, &c. 20 

Votes 209 

Ready Money 


Reſtoration of Chiet Sing, 30 lacks, or | $00,000 
Replacing all the claimants to zemindaries 
in Bengal only, will be very moderately 

- eſtimated at one year's rent of, the lands 2,500,000 

— 


Millions of pounds ſterling 3,000,000 ' 


Pretty 


( 5000 


Pretty picking in ready caſh, and two 
| hundred. and, nine new. friends ta the 
cauſe. If it does not turn out to be 
ſo, my Lord, then man maſt change his 
nature.---With this claw your Lordſhip 
may pretty nearly form an idea of the ſpirit | 
which has always actuated the Ile 
Committee, | 


P. S. I cannot refrain from remarking 
on one clauſe in this famous projected, 
or embryo act, it is entitled a bill for 
veſting the affairs of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany in the hands of certain commiſſio- 


ners for the benefit of the proprietors and 
the publick, _. 


My, ITY 


- Notwithſtanding this, — proprietors, 


man, woman, and child, proteſt againſt 


the meaſure. They aſk only for leave to 


we their own mercantile credit, and are- 
willing to wait for their dividends, un- 


til 


/ 


(885) 
till their property, now ready provided 
and paid for abroad, ſhall arrive to relieve 
them. This is certainly reaſonable, and 
the public at large ſcem determined to 
ſupport them in their juſt claims, being 
themſelves very averſe to ſubmit to be 
bnſtered, purged, and vomited by Doctor 
Burke's ſeven quacks and eight mounti- 
banks; but the Doctor's intentions, will 
be beſt explained by a clauſe in the pre- 
ſcriptive bill. 


BY. And be it Further 2 the 

« authority aforeſaid, that the ſaid Com- 
< miſſioners, or the majority thereof, 
4c ſhall have full power and authority to 
* remove, diſplace, ſuſpend, appoint, 
1% confine. or reſtore, all and every perſon 
< or perſons whatſoever, civil or military, 
© jn the ſervice of the ſaid United Com- 
% pany, or within the limits of the ſaid 
% United Company's charters, or, any of - 
« them, or any way concerned in the 
% management of their affairs, within this 
kingdom or in India; whether any ſuch 
1 perſon 


. ip 


e perſon or perſons ſhall have been no- 


«© minated, or appointed, in and by any 
« a& or acts of parliament, or however 
% otherwiſe nominated or appointed; ex- 
s cept as is herein provided and eſtabliſhed, 
% as to the appointment and removal of 


«© Commifhoners themſelves, and of the 


« faid aſſiſtant Directors. 


Have I, my Lord, ſuppoſed too much 


danger may follow from the bill now in 
hand? Had the famous mock patriot 
told us manfully, that Athens was fo ruin- 
ed by the appointment of thirty commiſ- 
fioners, or Rome by ten, we might have 
drawn fome comfort in our diſtreſs, from 
reflections, that our conſtitution was about 
to be deſtroyed by the ſame medicine, 
which deſtroyed the liberties of ancient 
Greece and Italy.---Inſtead of that, our 
modern Eſculapius ſuffocates us with 
alufions to fick beds, hoſpitals, gliſter- 
pipes, poultices, and cloſe-ſtool pans. 


When 
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When, my good lord, will this dri 
veling nurſe, be put into ſtrait ſtays, and 
ſent to St. Luke's, or into ſome alms 
houſe, amongſts other ſuperannuated old 
women? tan n 


* 


* 
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